"The Gift of Discerning of Spirits" 
I Corinthians 12:10 

"Discerning of spirits is the special ability given by the Holy Spirit to look beyond 
what ordinary men see when a spirit is manifesting itself. It is the ability to know 
by which spirit a man is speaking or acting." C. Peter Wagner 

"The discerning of spirits is a supernatural revelation of the unseen world. We 
cannot, with our natural eye, see a spirit; but if God gives to us this gift, then we 
can look beyond the veil and see into the realm of spirits. It does not imply the 
discerning of wicked spirits only; nor does it state the discerning of good spirits 
only; it must, therefore, mean good and bad, whatever spirit God wishes to reveal." 
Howard Carter 

Why discernment? 

1. To distinguish whether a person brings a message that is from God or not 

"But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 
even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them - bringing swift 
destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved conduct and 
will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will 
exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been 
hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping." 
2 Peter 2:1-3 

2. To distinguish outward appearances from inward realities 

3. To distinguish whether or not a person is possessed by an evil spirit 

"Solid food is for the mature who by constant use have trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil." Hebrews 5:14 

How can we discern demonic involvement in temptations to sin and in human life? 

1 . We all have temptations that arise out of our sinful human nature with no 
demonic involvement at all. 

"The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately corrupt. Who can 
know it?" Jeremiah 17:9 



"Each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and 
enticed." James 1:14 

2. We all have temptations that do have a demonic origin. 

3. We all experience times of extreme oppression from the enemy 

"The God of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ who is the image of 
God." 2 Corinthians 4:4 

"Dear friends, the Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon 
the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons." 
1 Timothy 4:1 

"Satan, I rebuke you in the authority of Jesus Christ. I declare your works in my 
life destroyed. Jesus triumphed over you in the wilderness on the cross and in the 
grave. His resurrection has sealed your fate. I triumph over you now in the 
strength of his name. I resist and rebuke your efforts to oppress, afflict or deceive 
me. I remove from you the right to rob me of the joy and fruit of my salvation. 
Through the power of the blood of Calvary, I command all powers of darkness 
assigned to me, sent to me, or surrounding me now, to leave. Go where Jesus 
Christ orders you to go, never to return." 



